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NEW YORK CITY, March 12—In response to the anti-Asian racism related to the coronavirus pandemic, Progressive Labor Party, 
workers, and students brought antiracist solidarity to our class in Chinatown. The multiracial crowd chanted, “no testing kits mean 
we got to fight back!” and “Workers’ power is the key, join the fight and PLP!” 


As they attacked this capitalist profit system, workers from Chase bank brought out water bottles for the protesters. The Mandarin 


sign in the background reads, “Capitalism is the real virus.” Workers from balconies clapped in solidarity. Over 300 workers re- 
ceived CHALLENGE and a leaflet in English or Mandarin. 


As the Covid-19 pandemic spreads to hun- 
dreds of thousands of workers in more than 160 
countries or territories and counting, the world 
seems filled with uncertainty. But one thing is for 
sure: This crisis dramatically exposes the utter in- 
ability of capitalism to meet the needs of the inter- 
national working class. In their callous negligence 
in mishandling Covid-19, the rulers are telling 
us—again—how little they value workers’ lives 
under the profit system. 


For the capitalist bosses, Covid-19 is both a 
challenge to their system and an opportunity to 
experiment and impose more intensive fascism. 
For the working class and Progressive Labor Party, 
itis also a challenge and opportunity. We will need 
to learn how to operate in new ways, and it won't 
be easy. But if we succeed, we can show workers 
how a healthier society could be run in the inter- 
ests of our class. Only a communist revolution can 
stamp out capitalism, the deadliest pandemic of 
all time. 


In Wuhan, China, the early epicenter of the 
crisis, the Chinese ruling class responded at first 
with denial and repression. Their openly fascist 
state muzzled doctors who tried to warn the world 
of what was coming. Then it put 45 million people 
on lockdown, turned countless Chinese workers 
away from over-burdened, under-supplied hos- 


pitals, and left them to die at home without care 
(Reuters.com, 2/13). 


When you contrast the policies of today’s Chi- 
nese bosses with the communist health care sys- 
tem built by Chinese workers after the 1949 revolu- 
tion, the choice is clear. The Chinese communists’ 
monumental public health campaigns, led by the 
revolutionary “barefoot doctors,” treated curable 
diseases and eliminated others entirely. In just ten 
years, they doubled workers’ life expectancy and 
halved infant mortality, the greatest public health 
gains in the history of humanity! 


As the Covid-19 spreads around the globe, 
other countries are following in China's fascist 
footsteps. South Korea, with the second most con- 
firmed cases in Asia, instituted a massive testing 
program—by itself an essential tool for contain- 
ing an epidemic. But as people tested positive, the 
government used a new law allowing it to track 
“CCTV footage, GPS tracking data from phones 
and cars, credit card transactions, immigration 
entry information, and other personal details” of 
anyone infected (Reuters.com). The South Korean 
bosses are exploiting Covid-19 to escalate surveil- 
lance and tighten control over workers, measures 
that will outlive the pandemic. 

In New Rochelle, NY, Governor Andrew Cuo- 
mo, a liberal Democrat, created a one-mile-radius 
“containment zone” and deployed the National 
Guard to police it (NPR.org, 3/10). On March 13, 


President Donald Trump declared a “national 
emergency” under federal laws that allow him to 
“seize property, organize and control the means 
of production, seize commodities, assign military 
forces abroad, institute martial law, seize and con- 
trol all transportation and communication, regu- 
late the operation of private enterprise, restrict 
travel, and, in a variety of ways, control the lives 
of United States citizens” (Congressional Research 
Service Report). This is the beating heart of fas- 
cism. 


As Italy has gone from a few hundred con- 
firmed cases of Covid-19 to more than 30,000 in 
barely three weeks, its healthcare system is over- 
whelmed. The Italian bosses have responded with 
new guidelines for triage, “The criteria for access to 
intensive therapy in cases of emergency must in- 
clude age of less than 80 or a score on the Charlson 
comorbidity Index of less than 5” (The Telegraph, 
3/14). In other words, doctors will determine who 
deserves a life-saving ventilator and who does not. 
(The Atlantic, 3/11). The Nazis’ Third Reich had a 
similar stance on health care. 


The worldwide scarcity of intensive care beds 


Continued on page 2 
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OUR FIGHT 


Yx Progressive Labor Party (PLP) fights to 
destroy capitalism and the dictatorship of the 
capitalist class. We organize workers, soldiers 
and youth into a revolutionary movement for 
communism. 


¥«The dictatorship of the working class — 
communism—can provide a lasting solution to 
the disaster that is today’s world for billions of 
people. This cannot be done through electoral 
politics, but requires a revolutionary movement 
and a mass Red Army led by PLP. 


¥«Worldwide capitalism, in its relentless drive 
for profit, inevitably leads to war, fascism, 
poverty, disease, starvation and environmental 
destruction. The capitalist class, through its 
state power — governments, armies, police, 
schools and culture — maintains a dictator- 
ship over the world’s workers. The capitalist 
dictatorship supports, and is supported by, the 
anti-working-class ideologies of racism, sexism, 
nationalism, individualism and religion. 


Y«While the bosses and their mouthpieces 
claim “communism is dead,” capitalism is the 
real failure for billions worldwide. Capitalism 
returned to Russia and China because socialism 
retained many aspects of the profit system, like 
wages and privileges. Russia and China did not 
establish communism. 


«Communism means working collectively 

to build a worker-run society. We will abol- 
ish work for wages, money and profits. While 
capitalism needs unemployment, 

communism needs everyone to contribute and 
share in society’s benefits and burdens. 


y«Communism means abolishing racism and 
the concept of “race.” Capitalism uses racism to 
super-exploit Black, Latin, Asian and indig- 
enous workers, and to divide the entire working 
class. 


«Communism means abolishing the special 
oppression of women— sexism—and divisive 
gender roles created by the class society. 


v¥«Communism means abolishing nations and 
nationalism. One international working class, 
one world, one Party. 


v«Communism means that the minds of mil- 
lions of workers must become free from reli- 
gion’s false promises, unscientific thinking and 
poisonous ideology. Communism will triumph 
when the masses of workers can use the science 
of dialectical materialism to understand, ana- 
lyze and change the world to meet their needs 
and aspirations. 


¥«Communism means the Party leads every 
aspect of society. For this to work, millions of 
workers — eventually everyone — must become 


communist organizers. Join Us! 


Email 
desafio.challenge@gmail.com 
Mail 
Box 808 GPO, Brooklyn, NY 11202 
Internet 
www.plp.org 
challengenewspaper.wordpress.com 
Twitter: @PLPchallenge 


Facebook: Challenge Desafio 


WHO WRITES 


FOR CHALLENGE? 


CHALLENGE is for the working class, pro- 
duced by the working class. The fact that CHAL- 
LENGE/PLP articles are not signed grows from 
PLP’s criticism of the cult of the individual in the 
former socialist Soviet Union and China. We do 
not want to encourage the possibility of building 
up a “following” around any particular individ- 
ual. 


While an article may be written by one per- 
son, the final version is based on collective dis- 
cussion and criticism. Many times this collective 
discussion even precedes an individual’s writing 
of an article. 


CHALLENGE/DESAFIO (ISSN 0009- 
1049) published bi-weekly by Challenge Peri- 
odicals. 1 issue $1. One Year: $20. Six months: 
$15. Send address changes to CHALLENGE 
Periodicals, GPO Box 808 Brooklyn, NY 11202, 
April 1, 2020eVolume 52 No. 7 
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Only communism can cure 


the pandemic 


Continued from page 1 


and resources is no surprise. In 2015, a New York State 
Health Department task force estimated that “a se- 
vere 6-week outbreak” would result in 89,610 patients 
in acute respiratory distress “and there will not be 
enough ventilators in the State to meet the demand” 
(health.ny.gov). The bosses knew the next pandemic 
was coming, but spare inventory is a drain on profits. 
Hospital “efficiency” is profitable; excess capacity is 
not. In the U.S., the richest nation in the world, there 
are only 2.8 hospital beds per thousand people—few- 
er than in South Korea (12.3), China (4.3), or Italy (3.2) 
(NYT, 3/14). In New York City, home to Wall Street and 
its tens of billions of dollars in annual profits, more 
than 20 hospitals have closed since 2000 because of 
“financial pressures” (nbcnewyork.com, 8/6/13). 
Some have been replaced by luxury condo buildings. 
As always, the bosses put money over people. 


In the absence of adequate health care, or even 
minimal numbers of tests, the capitalists are pro- 
moting “social distancing,” shutting down public 
spaces (including schools), and self-quarantining at 
the first sign of sickness. While these may be sound 
recommendations from a public health perspective, 
they make survival nearly impossible for workers 
who don't have paid sick leave or options for child 
care. Those hit hardest by capitalism’s racist inequali- 
ties—Black, Latin, immigrant, the homeless and the 
uninsured workers—are also the most vulnerable to 
the coronavirus and the least equipped to adjust to 
the “new normal.” We must continue to wage strug- 
gles to help these workers and their families stay safe, 


of capitalism 


healthy, and fed. 
Fight the bosses, not each other 


One historical aspect of fascism and the drive to- 
ward inter-imperialist war is the pitting of workers 
against each other. With Covid-19, egged on by racist 
talk of “the Chinese virus” by Trump and his flunkies, 
some workers have been led to look suspiciously at 
anyone who sneezes, especially if they appear to be 
of Asian descent. In addition, short-term shortages of 
supplies have created frenzies of unnecessary hoard- 
ing. When workers are isolated and afraid, they are 
more susceptible to the contagion of the bosses’ rot- 
ten ideas: selfishness, individualism, competition. 


But let’s be clear: Our real enemy is capitalism. 
In every disaster, “natural” or otherwise, from Haiti 
to New Orleans to Puerto Rico, workers have chosen 
the right side and defended their class. In this urgent 
time, PLP will continue to work within our mass or- 
ganizations and stand for worker unity and class 
consciousness over fear and hysteria. Where public 
schools are closed, we can run Freedom Schools. We 
can organize food drives and fight for the homeless 
and undocumented. We can show the working class 
that we can run society! 


As the U.S. ruling class tries to infect us with rac- 
ist fear-mongering, communists in PLP must respond 
to fight the root causes of this pandemic: the blood- 
sucking bosses and their diseased system. Today we 
have an opportunity to demonstrate how commu- 
nism is the only solution for our class. Make the fight 
against the coronavirus a fight against capitalism! Join 
Progressive Labor Party! 


Fascists divided in crisis: Trump vs. Biden 


As the Covid-19 crisis intensifies, the capitalist 
ruling class has been rocked by division and instabil- 
ity. Worldwide oil prices and demand are at record 
lows (NYT, 3/4). The world’s stock markets, from New 
York to London to Shanghai, are crashing as well. In 
the U.S., the Donald Trump administration has been 
a disaster of anti-scientific incompetence. Two years 
ago, it dismantled the federal pandemic response 
team. More recently, by failing to make widespread 
coronavirus testing quickly available, the govern- 
ment has been instrumental in causing a broader 
outbreak. 


Rulers not immune to splits 


Its clear by now that an isolationist, Fortress 
America approach—the agenda favored by the do- 
mestic Small Fascists behind Trump—doesn’t work 
against a virus. But it’s also important to point out 
that today’s public health crisis was created by the 
liberal finance capitalists, the same Big Fascists who 
are hoping to capitalize on the pandemic to win back 
the presidency and their control over the state appa- 
ratus in November. 


It’s no accident that the U.S. government's first 
significant action on Covid-19 was to pump 1.5 tril- 
lion into short-term lending markets, to keep finance 
capital afloat. That figure dwarfed the initial emer- 
gency “relief” bill rammed through by Democratic 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, an insulting measure 
that offered paid sick leave to only 20 percent of 
workers (New York Times, 3/14). The bosses will put 
the greed of capitalism before the needs of the work- 
ing class every time—even more so when their profits 
are threatened. 


The liberal Democrats’ pathetic response to the 
Covid-19 echoes their decades of criminal disinvest- 
ment in workers’ health. Consider the record of Joe 
Biden the bank and credit card industry stooge who is 
now the heavy frontrunner for the Democrats’ presi- 
dential nomination. Beginning in the 1980s, when- 
ever he wasn't pushing for racist mass incarceration, 
then-Senator Biden led the charge for cutbacks to So- 
cial Security, Medicare and Medicaid (theintercept. 
com, 1/13). He consistently endangered the same 
groups now most at risk in the current pandemic: the 
elderly, the disabled, and low-income families and 
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individuals. He backed the Ronald Reagan budget 
cuts that “cut federal medical aid to more than a fifth 
of the American population” and gave states the free- 
dom to eliminate medical care entirely for the work- 
ing class(Washington Post, 8/21/81). 


In 1987, in the runup to his first presidential cam- 
paign, Biden supported an amendment to list HIV 
among “the list of dangerous infectious diseases that 
would prevent immigration to this country” (thedai- 
lybeast.com, 3/13). 


Obama and Biden, a toxic duo 


In his current cynical campaign for Black votes, 
Biden's main claim to credibility is his eight years as 
Barack Obama's vice president. But when it comes to 
public health, Obama’s legacy is an anti-worker de- 
bacle. In 2015, the “change we need” president called 
for an 8 percent, $50 million cut to the program that 
“helps uninsured families receive vaccines and funds 
the government's response to disease outbreaks that 
stem from lack of immunizations” (theatlantic.com, 
2/2/15).In total, Obama proposed $399 billion in cuts 
to Medicare, Medicaid, and other federal health pro- 
grams, including home health services. As the New 
York Times (2/2/15) noted: 


In addition, Mr. Obama’s budget would reduce 
scheduled Medicare payments to teaching hospitals, 
hundreds of small rural hospitals, nursing homes and 
health maintenance organizations that care for older 
Americans and people with disabilities. 


The Obama-Biden centerpiece legislation, the Af- 
fordable Care Act, left more than 25 million people 
uninsured and tens of millions more underinsured, 
with high premiums and prohibitively high co- 
payments and deductibles: “Of the 194 million U.S. 
adults ages 19 to 64 in 2018, an estimated 87 million, 
or 45 percent, were inadequately insured” (common- 
wealthfund.org, 2/7/19). Even with a free Covid-19 
test, a hospital stay for pneumonia can cost an unin- 
sured worker “between $75,000 and $100,000 for 10 
days” (cnbc.com, 3/10). When adequate care equates 
to bankruptcy, is it any wonder that many workers are 
reluctant to get treatment? 


As Biden’s record shows, the liberal bosses are in- 
deed the main danger. 
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Immigrant students refuse 
to test to death 


CALIFORNIA, March 12—Today 60 students 
and their teachers walked out of their classes, as- 
sembled and marched to the main office with 
signs and chants. The students and teachers de- 
fied racist, and sexist administration stooges sent 
to stop them. The student marchers were refusing 
to take their state ELPAC tests on filthy and pos- 
sibly Covid-19 contaminated computers that are 
shared daily with hundreds of students and go un- 
cleaned for months. 


The horrid conditions in the building and the 
administration’s disregard for the safety of the 
students point out once again that capitalism can 
never serve the needs of the working class. We 
need leaders and an education that serve the in- 
terests of our class. That will only come through 
the fight for workers power and communist revo- 
lution. 


Filthy conditions put students 
and workers at risk 


After marching in front of the office, carrying 
signs in English and Spanish that said, “clean or 
close the school”, “Do we matter?” a student said, 
“We should go in and demand answers!” Most of 
the crowd then filled the tiny front entryway (a 
student commented that it was cleaner than the 
rest of the school) and demanded answers to their 
questions about the filthy, neglected and virtual 
death trap the district stooges have been running 
despite the international coronavirus pandemic. 


The school has been neglected by the district 
and left in deplorable conditions for at least the 
last 40 years since it became the most diverse and 
low-income school in the area. Students, spoke 
in Spanish and English, “Why are you keeping us 
in school without cleaning the classrooms, desks, 
computers and without reliable open and clean 
restrooms (any number are locked on a given 


day), soap and paper towels? When will you close 
school? Don’t you understand the impact of this 
deadly pandemic?” 


The administration, in demeaning and patron- 
izing tones had no information, then denigrated 
the students by saying that they had little to worry 
about and to just use hand sanitizer. Apparently, 
the school and district leadership despite weeks of 
international news, had absolutely no plan, well 
not for us anyway, to be healthy or successful. 


They repeatedly said our district had no cases 
of Covid-19, seemingly unaware that a majority of 
Bay Area families commute all around for work. 
The students shot back that the school didn’t have 
soap or sanitizer. One of the administrators then 
told them, “If you're so worried, your parents can 
keep you home.” Most of the students live with 
parents or other family or friends who work and 
can't easily keep them home. The administration, 
mostly to clear the office so they could enjoy their 
oasis, said they would answer all the questions in 
a special meeting in the library after lunch. No one 
else was invited and no announcement was made. 


Students and staff unite 
and fight back 


The meeting was a classic attempt to contain 
the students’ and staffs’ rage. Two Black Adminis- 
trators spoke, one, a surly teacher/athletic direc- 
tor (a close friend of the racist principal), made a 
20 minute speech dismissing protests and blam- 
ing outside agitators then claimed saving JROTC 
for our campus was awesome. The other Black 
administrator, the so-called equity ambassador, 
droned on about how the military was a great op- 
tion for Black and Latin working-class students. 

The Administrator charged with facilitating 


the meeting shut down the teachers who spoke up 
several times but allowed the other administrators 


to speak freely. Despite the ruse of the meeting, 
the fed-up students spoke openly about the closed 
filthy restrooms, rats (some teachers have taken to 
using their own traps) and roaches and lack of ac- 
tivities on campus. When one student pointed out 
several shelves being empty in the library, a sup- 
portive teacher spoke up about slave owners ban- 
ning reading. 

After the meeting, students knew that their 
families and fellow students would need to keep 
speaking up, acting up and fight back against the 
racist, sexist administrators who run the schools 
and push working class students into low wage 
jobs or the military. 


The teachers who supported these students 
were already in the administration’s sights for 
speaking up about the treacherous conditions. 
They immediately joined this spontaneous up- 
spring while others who were asked were hesitant. 
What greater work than to free ourselves of the 
daily abusive, mind numbing, soul crushing, life- 
threatening conditions of schools under capital- 
ism. Until the working-class takes over society to 
serve the international working class, schools will 
remain concentration camps serving the ruling 
class. The racist principal and his district serving 
minions will one day have to explain their terrible 
role in keeping our community devastated. Un- 
til then, these petty tools of the bosses will keep 
teaching the lesson that our high school is a test- 
ing/training and experimenting prison for the rac- 
ist, sexist ruling class. 


Students, staff, alumni and community will 
continue to meet, talk and brainstorm plans and 
actions to fightback against school misleaders 
who have helped create the most disgusting con- 
ditions we’ve seen in years.& 


LETTERS: ORGANIZE AGAINST RACIST RESPONSE TO COVID-19 


Students confront sickly inequality 


The Coronovirus has swept the world and left no 
one unchanged in its path. We know that those most 
attacked by capitalism (Black, Latin, undocumented, 
low wage workers), will also be hit hardest in times 
of crisis. My friends, coworkers, and I knew that we 
would need to be ready to fight for our class, the work- 
ing class. 


It was announced Thursday afternoon that 
schools would remain open but would be getting a 
deep cleaning every day by custodial staff. According 
to the principal of the school where I work, the four 
Latin women who clean our building every day were 
being required to do at least twice the work with no 
extra help and no extra pay. Well the Social Justice 
Club (SJC) would not stand for this. 


A group of 10 students confronted the principal 
and demanded that either more workers be hired to 
cover the extra hours, or the women be paid overtime. 
The principal of course said she wanted this too but 
it was out of her hands. The students did not let this 
slide. They met and came up with two possible solu- 
tions. First, they wanted to start a petition to circulate 
around our school and the whole charter network 
with the demands given to the principal. Second, they 
wanted to organize teams of students and staff to 
keep schools clean. 


The work we have been doing in the SJC all year 
has led to this. We have discussed exploitation and su- 
per-exploitation and how to struggle around these is- 
sues. Students have confronted the principal on other 
issues, so the fear of fighting back has subsided. The 
members of the club are well respected on campus for 
speaking up and fighting for everyone. 


The students were quick to respond to this attack, 
but the upcoming period will be challenging. The next 
day, it was announced that schools would be closing 
for at least four weeks. The hourly wageworkers on 
our campus of course will take the biggest hit. While I 
am in communication with members of the SJC about 
this issue and others plaguing our community with 
this new reality, parents are understandably scared 
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and are putting a lot of restrictions on their children’s 
movements and activities. Although we likely won’t 
be able to meet in person, I will continue to commu- 
nicate with members to keep the idea of fighting for 
our class in the forefront of their minds. 


khkk 
A ride against racism 


I’m a high schooler in New York City, and com- 
muting by train is a part of my everyday life as it is for 
many New Yorkers. One morning not long ago, I was 
rushing to get to school and the trains were running 
pretty slow, so platforms were jam packed with riders 
waiting for the train. As the train pulled into the sta- 
tion, I started pacing really fast up and down the plat- 
form, to try to land a car with empty seats. Luckily I 
saw one and I hopped on. 


Upon sitting down, I realized that the left and 
right rows of the train car were piled up with passen- 
gers. All the rows in the center aisles were empty ex- 
cept where I and another woman were sitting. People 
were voluntarily standing up even though there was a 
whole row of empty seats across from me, and more 
empty seats next to us. I looked around and realized 
that people were crowding on the other ends of the 
cart, with only and an elderly Asian woman and my- 
self sitting. Suddenly this hit me like a wave, I realized 
people were scared to ride the train next to an Asian 
woman wearing a surgical mask. 


Reality kicked in. I saw this as a clear example 
of how the media and news outlets build racism by 
continuing to associate Asians with the Coronavirus. 
This media is fueling racist lies that feed into our daily 
interactions with other people, and work to divide us 
from each other. I believe racism is something that 
we need to work on dismantling instead of feeding 
into it. We can start by taking small steps to reject 
racist ideas that we see in the media. Whether it’s 
sitting next to an Asian person on the train to chal- 
lenge racist Covid-19 myths, or calling people out on 
a racist joke, even if they claim they weren’t serious, 
these small acts can help contribute to the active fight 
against racism in our world. 
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Fascist liberals turn their backs on the 
working class 


Over the last week the response to COVID-19 has 
grown from warnings to full blown shutdowns. With 
work from home mandates, the closure of the hos- 
pitality industry and public schools, and a near total 
shut down of New York and other cities across the 
country, workers have been left to fend for themselves 
and each other. 


As the ruling class continues to fight with one an- 
other and display a total lack of regard for worker’s 
lives, millions of our brothers and sisters are sitting at 
home isolated and afraid. 


It is our responsibility as a party and as fellow 
workers to support one another now. Politicians and 
city officials will not step up for us. Not even fake so- 
cialist Bernie Sanders. 


In an effort to help with crisis relief I wrote to the 
NYC leadership of the Bernie Sanders campaign and 
people I had met who are close to the campaign to try 
and organize a food drive for workers who are in total 
isolation, cannot afford to stockpile groceries, or who 
have lost their source of income due to closures. 


And what did I receive? Not a single response. 


This is a campaign that has touted its support for 
the working class and makes calls for healthcare for 
all. But faced with a true crisis, in the eye of an emer- 
gency, they’ve turned their backs on the working class. 


Today I received an email calling for workers to 
sign a petition to “...make sure that Bernie wins the 
Empire State...” The working class needs food, shel- 
ter, and support right now but all the campaign is fo- 
cused on is continuing election efforts. 


The NYC Food Bank is still accepting dona- 
tions and will arrange for pick-ups of donations over 
100lbs. Workers need to support each other right now. 
Organize with fellow residents in your buildings, call 
neighborhood friends, and ensure that we keep each 
other healthy, safe, and connected during these un- 
precedented times. 
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Haiti: Celebrate International Working Women’s Day 


HAITI, March 20—To continue in the fight 
against sexism, the Progressive Labor Party (PLP) 
organized a gathering of about 100 people here 
today. Workers, teachers, college and high school 
students and other professionals took part in a 
militant day in support of the fight against sex- 
ism. This mobilization, presented in the form of 
a conference and cultural activities, was organ- 
ized under the theme “Women in the Struggle and 
Leadership for a Just and Equal Society.” A young 
woman militant fighter, supporter of PLP hosted 
the conference with a comrade from the Party. 


Women & men unite to crush 
sexism with class struggle 


“The struggle of women is not the business of 
women. We want you to understand that the fight 
against sexism is also the struggle of men, it is the 
struggle of the working class,” insisted the com- 
rades when making the invitations. In fact, almost 
35 percent of the participants were men. This is 
in stark contrast to other activities organized by 
feminist groups influenced by capitalist ideologies 
which pit women against men and not against the 
capitalist system itself, which fuels sexism. For the 
most part, these groups remain attached to the 
idea that in the struggle for the rights of women, 
all women, bourgeois and workers, have the same 
interest. The PLP rejects these ideas. Thus, dur- 
ing the speech, one of the participants exclaimed, 
“I am for the fight for the respect of all, men and 
women.” Another woman denounced the domi- 
nation of certain women over others based on 
their class membership. 


The main presenter described the situation of 
women in politics and in the economic sphere. 
In this regard, several comrades clarified that in 
general it is women of the working class who are 
the victims. “[Wives of Haiti’s presidents] impose 
ministers in governments and directors. They 


Italy’s workers are sick 
of capitalism 


have more power than many men,” noted one 
participant, to point out that not all women are in 
the same boat as some of the so-called feminists 
working on behalf of boss-funded organizations 
want us to believe. During the debate, in which 
men and women participated equally and with 
enthusiasm, many veils were lifted. The partici- 
pants expressed their satisfaction and several of 
them promised to always take part in the activi- 
ties that the Party organizes. Two young women, 
a student and a teacher, later indicated that they 
want to join PLP and the fight for the internation- 
al working class. A young lawyer who took part 
also showed his willingness to join us. Our Party 
is gaining the confidence of the masses every day 
and getting stronger and stronger. Capitalism will 
not be able to resist in face of the anger and hatred 
of the organized, revolutionary working masses. 


Antisexist performances create 
excitement for May Day 


Following the debates, one student performed 
a classic song about women in Haiti; then another 
high school student accompanied a comrade and 
a young guitarist teacher to recite poems about the 
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fight against capitalism. Five young people from a 
rural area presented a theatrical scene describing 
the unfair conditions and treatment that women 
face at work. It told the story of a young woman 
working at a gas pump, doing the same job as a 
man, but earning far less. As the scene progressed, 
several spectators showed great anger at this 
harsh reality and expressed their solidarity with 
the young woman worker. Finally, a youth sang 
about the courage of women at dinner time, hav- 
ing to take care of their families after a long day of 
labor. This is one of the things that all agreed had 
to change: women must have equality at home 
as well as at work. Husbands and wives, sons and 
daughters must share domestic chores. After this 
rousing event, all shared in a delicious meal pre- 
pared and served by men as well as women. 


A young student who participated in the event 
did not want to leave when her mother told her it 
was over and that they had to go. The young wom- 
an said that in this atmosphere of solidarity and 
sharing, she sees the world from a different per- 
spective. The satisfaction with the day’s activities 
and the desire to live in a fair and equal world were 
visible on everyone's face. “These are the kinds of 
activities that we need,” many said at the conclu- 
sion. They say they are waiting for May 1, when 
PLP will lead a May Day celebration here. 


“When can everyone join the Party?” This is the 
question of a lawyer who for more than five years 
had been arguing with PLP comrades in defense 
of capitalism. He is coming to understand that 
we have to destroy this racist, sexist profit system, 
which is the source of famine, wars and crimes, 
the source of poverty and disease. 


Our thoughts were with all the workers from all 
the countries destroyed in their souls by capital- 
ism. Communism will come. Workers of the world, 
engage in class struggle, fight for communism! 


CUNY workers prescribe 


fightback 


The Covid-19 pandemic has shown in stark terms that capitalism 


“Were not cannon fodder!” cried 
millions across Italy as wildcat strikes 
erupted in every major industry to halt 
the spread of the deadly coronavirus dis- 
ease. Workers were protesting govern- 
ment and corporate attempts to force 
them to keep the factories open, risk- 
ing their lives in unsafe factories so the 
bosses could jam them into cramped as- 
sembly lines to pump out profits. 


The wildcatters hit producers of re- 
frigerator and auto parts, factory bolts 
and vacuum cleaners, closed steel and 
auto plants and railways, shipyards and 
shipbuilding docks. While the bosses’ 
media debated who was responsible 
for the spreading fatalities, there was a 
complete blackout of the workers’ mili- 
tant actions. 


The 6,000 Fiat-Chrysler workers, 
who touched off the strike wave in the 
Pomigliano plant near Naples when 
they walked out at the start of the 2:00 
pm shift on March 10, protesting unsafe 
conditions on the assembly lines pro- 
ducing luxury Alfa-Romeo cars for the 
super-rich.(La Repubblica, 3/11) 


As the workers stated, “We’ll with- 
draw the protest only when the gov- 
ernment and the company...stop eve- 
rything and pay our time off. We can't 
afford to lose more money for an un- 
alienable right to make our collective 
health and safety top priority... 


“The big factories are places that 
bring people together, from the buses 
to the assembly lines. It defies logic: the 
state closes everything, starting with 
the schools and bans moving around... 
But...the Italian government has not 
closed the factories; it keeps saying “stay 
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at home” even as the assembly lines con- 
tinue producing and putting staff and all 
their families at risk!” (isnews.it, 3/11) 


Workers in at least a dozen cit- 
ies stopped production, including 700 
women at the Electrolux plant in So- 
laro and shipbuilders in Liguria after 
one worker tested positive for the virus, 
causing the strike to spread to other 
docks. Those at Genoa were protesting 
unclean equipment being used amid the 
fatal virus. 


Wildcat walkouts caught on among 
London postal workers, Paris bus driv- 
ers and Fiat-Chrysler autoworkers in 
Canada. 


To free the working class from capi- 
talism’s killing us through these fatal dis- 
eases, we must turn these uprisings into 
schools for communism, the ultimate 
solution that will rid the world of bosses 
and their exploitative profit system. 
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cannot provide the health and safety of workers—and it has also shown 
that the administration of the largest city university system in the coun- 
try, the City University of New York (CUNY), cannot keep the campus 
workers and students safe either. There is little to no plan to deal with 
the pandemic. There have been vague and misleading communications, 
contradictory statements from various levels of administration, and a 
complete and racist disregard for some of the most exploited workers 
in the system. 


As usual, it is some of the lowest paid, disproportionately Black 
and Latin faculty, who are under the greatest threat. The part-time fac- 
ulty has been asked to “make the sacrifice” and become skilled at on- 
line learning in a few days. On some campuses, part timers are being 
asked to “create a log” of all the work they do while on other campus. 
For these part-timers, who only get paid for their time in the classroom 
and office hours, this amounts to mountains of additional unpaid work. 


On many campuses, our union chapter and rank-and-file teachers 
and staff stepped forward with solutions—how to keep the food pantry 
open, secure laptops, reach out to student organizations, and publicize 
services in the community. But, just like after 2017 Hurricane Maria in 
Puerto Rico, this leadership is given by the working class, not any ad- 
ministrators or coordinators. Administrators are scrambling to “retrain 
faculty” at the 11th hour, with no regard to what the impact will be on 
our students. 


Members of Progressive Labor Party have discussed this capitalist- 
bred pandemic with students. Our students—experts in capitalist ex- 
ploitation and oppression—exposed the inequality between the closing 
of private universities and the open CUNY schools. This sends the mes- 
sage that our lives really don’t matter under this capitalism system. We 
also read and discussed the previous CHALLENGE editorial (2/19) 
on the coronavirus. 


Those of us in the universities and colleges must make every effort 
to stay in touch with our students, unite with them as they deal with 
everything from unemployment, substandard housing, racist medical 
care, the kind of twilight zone they are entering into in terms of their 
education. PLP is not needed to expose the horrors of capitalist health 
care and education—but workers and students do need a communist 
party to plant the seeds of a new world, where workers can run society 
and be healthy. 


Join PLP and help lead the fight! 
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April 22, 2020, is the 150th anniversary of the 
birth of Vladimir ich Lenin, one of the greatest 
revolutionaries who ever lived. He dedicated his 
life to the exploited and oppressed of the world: 
workers, peasants, women, and those especially 
exploited by colonialism and racism. He dedicat- 
ed his life to the destruction of capitalism and the 
establishment of an egalitarian world without rac- 
ism and sexism. As capitalism ravages the world 
with wars and now a ruthless pandemic let us all 
make a contribution to the fight for communism. 


In Czarist Russia Lenin helped organize a 
communist party (Bolsheviks) with deep ties to 
the working class dedicated to armed revolution 
against the capitalists. During World War I the 
world’s imperialist powers sacrificed the lives of 
millions of workers as they fought to redivide and 
control the world. Lenin called for the workers 
of the world to stop fighting each other and turn 
their guns on their capitalist masters. Turn this 
imperialist war into a war for worker’s power was 
Lenin’s call. In 1917, led by Lenin and the Bolshe- 
vik Party (later the Russian Communist Party), the 
workers of Russia seized state power, thus found- 
ing the first workers’ state. The Russian Revolution 
was the most momentous event of the 20th cen- 
tury. It established socialism, not communism, 
and socialism maintained too many features of 
capitalism. But it showed that millions of workers 
could take power and run all of society, beating 
back huge elements of racism and sexism. 


Lenin the revolutionary 
leader and intellectual 


Lenin led Soviet Russia during its first five 
years through the most brutal difficulties of civil 
war, famine, and a typhus epidemic. The Russian 
capitalists organized three separate armies to de- 
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stroy the Russian revolution. They were aided by 
13 capitalist nations that invaded Russia to “stran- 
gle Bolshevism in its cradle” (Winston Churchill). 
The capitalists were defeated and the first worker’s 
state survived. 


Under Lenin’s leadership the Soviet Union 
formed the Communist International (Com- 
intern). The Comintern trained and organized 
revolutionaries from the world’s colonies to fight 
for both national independence and then for so- 
cialism. National independence succeeded; there 
are no more traditional “colonies” ruled directly 
by imperialist countries. But national independ- 
ence did not lead to communism. Nationalism is 
a capitalist ideology. Only internationalism serves 
the working class. 


In his book What Is To Be Done? (1902), Lenin 
proposed the idea of a revolutionary party, com- 
posed both of professional revolutionaries and a 
broad network of local Party organizations and 
members - devoted to revolution, not to reform- 
ing capitalism. The struggle for such a party led to 
the formation of the Bolshevik Party. The Progres- 
sive Labor Party was founded on Lenin's princi- 
ples. Today we are expanding on those principles 
to build an international party of tens of millions 
fighting directly for communism. 

Lenin also promoted the need to establish a 
nation-wide newspaper to conduct propaganda 
and agitation for socialism. This paper was Iskra, 
(Spark) and later Pravda, (Truth). PLP’s newspa- 
per CHALLENGE is based on Lenin’s concept. 


Honor Lenin fight for 
communist revolution 


Most socialists in the Second International 
were in trade unions. Lenin understood that trade 
unions fought for reforms under capitalism, and 
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PLP builds on 
Lenin’s legacy 


Lenin on Reform and Revolu- 
tion 

It would be absolutely wrong to believe 
that immediate struggle for socialist revolu- 
tion implies that we can, or should, abandon 
the fight for reforms.... We should support ... 
every real economic and political improve- 
ment in the position of the masses. 


The difference between us and the re- 
formists ... is not that we oppose reforms 
while they favour them ... They confine them- 
selves to reforms and as a result stoop...to the 
role of “hospital orderly for capitalism”. 

We tell the workers: Make it your prime 
duty systematically to spread the idea of im- 
mediate socialist revolution, prepare for this 


revolution and radically reconstruct every as- 
pect of party activity. 


The conditions of bourgeois democracy 
very often compel us to take a certain stand 
on a multitude of small and petty reforms. 
But we must be able, or learn, to take such a 
position on these reforms ... that...five min- 
utes of every half-hour speech are devoted to 
reforms and twenty-five minutes to the com- 
ing revolution. 


“Principles Involved in the War Issue,” 
December, 1916: V. I. Lenin, Collected Works, 
4th English Edition, and Volume 23. Progress 
Publishers, Moscow, 1964. 


would never be revolutionary organizations. 
However, under the leadership of a revolutionary 
communist party, strikes could not only improve 
conditions for workers, but would be “schools 
for communism.” These struggles would demon- 
strate how capitalism cannot be reformed to serve 
the interests of workers, but must be overthrown. 


Lenin argued that a revolutionary communist 
party must be mainly clandestine, because mak- 
ing revolution is always illegal. Its legal activities, 
important while permitted by the ruling class, can 
never be the “be all and end all.” 


In Imperialism, the Highest Stage of Capital- 
ism (1916) Lenin advanced our understanding of 
imperialism. It is a world system in which major 
capitalist countries, in service to their multi-na- 
tional banks and corporations, compete to control 
the natural resources, markets and labor of other 
countries. The competition between imperialist 
countries — the U.S., the United Kingdom, France, 
Germany, Belgium, Holland, Spain, Italy, Austria- 
Hungary, Turkey, and Japan - led to both the First 
and Second World Wars, which killed tens of mil- 
lions of workers. 


In The State and Revolution (1917) Lenin de- 
scribes the role of the state (government) in soci- 
ety. The government of a nation serves its capital- 
ist class. Some nations have a democratic fagade 
to hide what is a capitalist dictatorship. Commu- 
nism will mean worker’s power, a dictatorship of 
the proletariat over the capitalists. 


The world’s workers owe Lenin an immense 
debt for his tireless efforts to promote commu- 
nist revolution. Let’s acknowledge that debt is 
by working to rebuild the international commu- 
nist movement today, as capitalism is destroying 
worker's lives and moving to world war between 
the imperialist powers. 


Our Party, the PLP believes in fighting for 
revolution, while also immersing ourselves in 
the workers’ reform struggles. Here is what Lenin 
wrote about “reform and revolution” in 1916. 
These ideas are still our guideposts today! 
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LETTERS 


We encourage all CHALLENGE readers to send in letters and articles 
about their experiences fighting the bosses worldwide. 


The anti-Muslim racism in India 


I recently had the opportunity to visit In- 
dia. India is a huge country with about 1.4 bil- 
lion people and is about a third of the land size 
of the U.S. Our time there was mostly spent in 
the southern state of Kerala, along with a few 
days in the capital, New Delhi. New Delhi is 
one of the largest cities in the world with about 
30 million people, and it seemed that most of 
them are on the road at the same time because 
the traffic and smog are so bad. 


While we were there, there was a general 
strike on January 8" which was organized by 
10 large unions to protest cuts in pensions, 
other workers’ benefits and a new law against 
Muslims who cannot prove that they entered 
India before 2014 (the National Register of 
Citizens; see CHALLENGE 1/22 —Ed.). That 
being the case, they would be subject to deten- 
tion and/or deportation. 


I asked several people why Muslims are 
being singled out. They represent the second 
largest religion in India with about 172 million 
people, or about 15 percent of the population. 
The prime minister of India, Narendra Modi, 
and his party, the BJP, have pushed a Hindu 
nationalist agenda, including hate monger- 
ing and attacking of Muslims. In fact, Hindu 
nationalism has brought out many extremist 
groups out of the woodwork, including Ma- 
hasabha, which worships the man who killed 
Mohandas Gandhi in 1948, because they think 
he was too pro-Muslim at Hindus’ expense. 


The Hindu workers that I spoke with said 
that Modi is fearful that too many Muslims 
were entering the country, and that he wants 
India to remain a mostly Hindu country. Many 
unfortunately believe that workers entering from 
mostly-Muslim countries like Pakistan, Bangla- 
desh, and Afghanistan are “terrorists.” 


These ideas are reminiscent of the hate-filled 
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speeches by U.S. President Trump and his ad- 
ministration, which have resulted in more fascist 
policies and practices like separating children 
from their parents and putting immigrant work- 
ers in detention prisons, all under the pretext of 
“fighting terrorism.” 


Now, more than ever is the 
time to build a worldwide com- 
munist movement that will 
smash all racism, sexist, and na- 
tionalism born out of the capi- 
talist terrorists. Communists in 
PLP are internationalists and we 
look forward to the day when 
Modi and similar scum are in 
the trash heap of history. 


kkk kk 


| remember Joan 


The obituary on comrade 
Joan Heymont (3/18) was 
right on the mark. She was a 
true communist through and 
through. I met Joan 57 years ago 
when she joined the Progressive 
Labor Movement. She was a 
member of our first PLM “trade 
union” club and its successor in 
the Progressive Labor Party. As 
a teacher, she brought the need 
for communist revolution to lit- 
erally thousands of students and 
teachers. 


I remember the many deli- 
cious Thanksgiving feasts which 
she and her comrade husband 
Paul prepared and to which 
scores of friends, neighbors, and 
Party comrades were invited. It 
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was a joy to meet their family when we were all 
camping in Acadia National Park in the 1960s. 


Yes, she will be missed but her influence and 
actions on behalf of the working class will be 
treasured forever. 


tok IK 


Put capitalism on trial against sexism 

I attended a monthly forum at Judson 
Church in New York City, which turned out to 
be a discussion of the Harvey Weinstein trial for 
sexual abuse of women. Two women who are 
psychologists led the forum. I thought I could 
discuss how sexist ideas create divisions between 
women and men preventing them from uniting 
against capitalist oppression. 


Instead, we spent an hour hearing details 
from the trial by prosecution and victims about 
rapes, “boy culture,” and Weinstein’s relations 
with billionaires like Trump, corporate CEO’s 
and aristocratic pals. 


During a brief question period, I got out a 
number of quick questions before I was stopped. 
I asked why only the sexist symptom of capi- 
talism was discussed and not it’s historic use of 
genocide, slavery and exploitation that produced 
this despicable culture to justify their violence 
and power? Also why are women who make up 
the majority of workers in most societies super- 
exploited, paid less, if at all, while doing most of 
society’s work? And why no mention of Black 
and Latin women who are triply exploited? 


Both discussion leaders cut me off. “We can’t 
discuss everything,” they said. I understood this 
to mean we can’t discuss revolutionary ideas 
against capitalism that is the real rapist of hu- 
manity worldwide. Anyway, I got out a dozen 
CHALLENGES and you never know when the 
seeds of communist revolution will take root. 


tok IK 
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Masses can and must defeat diseases 


Continued from page 8 


Capitalists: real carriers 
of disease 


One of the most devastating pandemics is 
known as the Black Death. The highly lethal bu- 
bonic plague (spread by bacteria-carrying rats 
and fleas) is believed to have first arrived to Eu- 
rope during the Roman era, but it was feudalism 
that set the stage for disaster. 


The infamous merchant capitalists of the Ital- 
ian city-state of Genoa first brought the bubonic 
plague to Europe through the Silk Road trade 
routes in 1347. Half of Europe’s peasantry died, 
and feudal power weakened. Surviving peasants 
organized and rebelled against their lords in the 
English Peasants’ Revolt of 1381, inspiring two 
centuries of European peasant uprisings. For the 
next several centuries as capitalism expanded and 
overthrew feudalism, bubonic plague outbreaks 
continued to kill. In 1855, British imperialist-con- 
trolled mining towns in Yunnan, China, became 
disease reservoirs for the Third Plague Pandemic, 
killing two million workers in China and, spread- 
ing on British East India Company trade routes 
from Hong Kong to Mumbai, killing 12.5 million 
workers in India. 


Masses of miners responded to plague-ridden 
working conditions with revolt. They formed the 
backbone of the massive religious/ pre-commu- 
nist Taiping Rebellion, a rebellion that inspired 
masses to become communists in China one gen- 
eration later. 


In India, especially in cities like Pune, British 
soldiers were sent (instead of doctors) to invade 
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homes and steal possessions while internally de- 
porting workers into “anti-plague” concentration 
camps. Officers performed public strip searches 
and physical “examinations” of women, leading 
to the assassination of the top British officer in 
Poona and fanning flames of outrage and rebel- 
lion into other cities. 


Contagion meets communists 


Based on 5,000-year-old Bronze Age skeletons, 
epidemiologists believe that the bubonic plague 
originated in or around Central Asia, in today’s 
Russia. In 1917 Russia, before the Bolshevik revo- 
lution, the conditions of the working class and 
peasantry were desperate. World War I and famine 
led to millions of deaths and social dislocation — 
perfect conditions for outbreaks like cholera or 
especially typhus, spread by lice among soldiers. 


Following the revolution, first workers’ state to 
seize and hold power was created in the wreck of 
imperialist war. With the looming threat of 14 im- 
perialist powers invading to crush the young work- 
ers’ state, healthcare was immediately declared 
free for the first time in history and the working 
class mobilized to combat capitalist-created dis- 
eases as well as capitalist-created imperialist war. 


With five million dead in World War I, impe- 
rialist intervention in the Bolshevik Revolution 
murdered another eight million workers. Many of 
these were due to typhus outbreaks spread by lice. 
When typhus cases peaked at 25-30 million (out 
of a population of 91 million) after the commu- 
nists defeated the imperialists in 1922, commu- 
nist leader Vladimir Lenin summarized the new 
situation: “Either the lice will defeat socialism, or 
socialism will defeat the lice”. 


Below are excerpts from the capitalist press 
that might be of use for our readers 


NYT=New York Times 
GW2= Guardian Weekly 


Bangladeshi garment workers fight back 


under the gun of exploitation 

NYT, 3/2 — A garment worker, Rima Khatun, 
was passing the Natural Sweater Village on the 
outskirts of Dhaka, Bangladesh, when a boiler ex- 
ploded inside. A wall crashed onto a nearby side- 
walk.... 


Hit by falling rubble, Ms. Khatun, 20, was killed 
instantly. 


Her death...incited outrage in Bangladesh, 
where 4.5 million people work in 4,500 garment 
export factories. It also stirred memories of the 
Rana Plaza disaster in 2013, in which a Dhaka fac- 
tory collapse killed more than 1,100 people, most- 
ly women.... 


...Bangladesh [is] the second largest garment 
exporter after China....For many, Ms. Khatun’s 
death was a sign of what will come if the industry 
is allowed to return to past practices. 


A total of 1,101 factories remain behind sched- 
ule in addressing safety hazards, with 45 percent 
still lacking adequate fire detection and alarm sys- 
tems.... 


...Eighty percent of garment workers in Bang- 
ladesh say they have experienced or witnessed 
sexual violence and harassment on the job. 


Last year, garment workers staged widespread 
protest over a minimum wage that is current- 
ly...$94 per month....Union membership remains 
small, in part because of intimidation and fear of 
reprisals. 


A crumbling old bazaar in the center of Dha- 
ka...has been turned into a cottage factory for 
companies in Pakistan, India and Bangladesh. 

....Wires dangle from the ceilings, and dark, 
filthy passageways were loaded with rubbish and 
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stacks of merchandise. The windowless rooms 
were stiflingly hot, and children as young as nine 
sat snipping threads off pairs of pants on the floor. 


Jim Crow victimized Black vets returning 


home after fighting in WW II 

GW, 3/8 (letters) — I had a great uncle who 
served in occupied Germany....As a black man 
and a veteran, I’m grimly amused when remem- 
bering...]his] service in a racist army. But, as he 
always said, it was far better to be a black man in 
Germany in 1948 than to be a black man in North 
Carolina in 1948. — Chris Tharrington, Maryland 


...My grandpa...fought to liberate Europe, only 
to return to the tyranny of Jim Crow Alabama.... 
His white comrades were feted with huge parades, 
military promotions and generous benefits from 
the G.I. Bill (education, housing, loans and so 
on....but black vets were effectively shut out.... 


Guatemala: Coffee anyone? Eight-year- 
olds picking Starbucks’ beans 48 hours a 


week 

GW, 3/6: Coffee shop giant Starbucks...[has] 
children under 13 working on farms in Guatemala 
that supply the chain with its beans.... 


The children work...in grueling conditions. 
The beans are also supplied to Nespresso, owned 
by Nestle....Some of the children, who worked 
around eight hours a day, six days a week, looked 
as young as eight... 


Typically, a child would earn less than $6.50 a 
day, although sometimes it could be as low as 40 
cents an hour. 


Racist U.S. rulers rebuff aid to Puerto 


Ricans, still shaking and still in tents 

NYT, 3/2 — Nearly two months after an earth- 
quake sent the population of southwest Puerto 
Rico rushing into the streets, thousands of people 
are still slumbering each night under camping 
tents, on cots, in their cars and in enormous open 
tents .... 


www.plp.org 


Over the past week, 43 earthquakes classified 
as “significant” have struck.... 


... The cumulative damage and continuous rat- 
tling have left many Puerto Ricans with their con- 
fidence deeply shaken. Hundreds of families are 
unable to pay for repairs to their ravaged homes. 
Others are unwilling to trust the government in- 
spectors’ assurances that their homes are safe. 


...Pedro Ramirez, a 65-year-old war veteran... 
was still staying...in a government shelter in 
Guanica with his wife, daughter and two grand- 
children...."The only way to get assistance for 
food is by being here, so they force me to be here. 
It’s a trap....” 


More than two years after Hurricane Maria [it] 
brought devastation that in some places have still 
not been repaired.... 


Shelters were in flood-prone areas, causing 
some of the dormitory-style tents to be filled with 
mud, and more than 150 schools have yet to reo- 
pen. Distrust of the government prompted many 
people to set up camps along guys roads rather 
than use shelters managed by the authorities. 


After almost two months...[of] waiting for fed- 
eral assistance [they] went to a relative’s house.... 


Out of...8,300 houses that were damaged in 
the Jan. 7 earthquake, about 2,500 are uninhabit- 
able.... 


...People sleeping under the stars are [suf- 
fering] the emotional strain of frequent tremors 
There were more than 3,000 quakes within about 
20 miles of the center of Puerto Rico’s quake in 
January alone.... 

The U.S. Geological Survey said that after- 
shocks would continue for “years to decades....” 

Calls to the island’s suicide hotline have soared 
to as many as 1,600 a day.... 

“Tt keeps shaking, and the cracks in the house 
open even more,” said Edel Santiago, 39,...[whose] 
family was one of many who were denied aid be- 
cause their homes were certified as safe... 
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CLASS NATURE OF PANDEMIC 


CAPITALISM BREEDS, COMMUNISM CURES 


Under capitalism, pandemics are treated like 
they are as natural and inevitable as bacteria and 
viruses. As the current Covid-19 pandemic shows, 
however, nature may create the viruses and the 
bacteria that lead to infection but it’s capitalism 
that creates the disasters, worsened by the very 
racism and sexism this system relies on. 


Pandemics in particular, like capitalism and 
class society itself, are neither natural nor inevi- 
table. They are creations of class society and wars 
of conquest. Another world is possible, a world 
without imperialist war and the misery of treat- 
able diseases. The working class’s first attempts at 
holding state power in the Soviet Union and China 
were accompanied by the first attempts to eradi- 
cate pandemics and disease forever. The revolu- 
tionary communist Progressive Labor Party fights 
to inherit this legacy, learning from the mistakes of 
socialism to smash the disease of capitalism with 
communism once and for all. 


Disease: created by nature, 
spread by class society 


Disease has been a part of life since the origins 
of life approximately four billion years ago, the era 
of the first cells and the first viruses (see box). Fos- 
sil evidence indicates that under primitive com- 
munism, everywhere humans (and Neanderthals) 
lived, we struggled against disease in our attempts 
to preserve life. In an age where primitive religions 
served as primitive science to answer questions 
about nature, it’s likely during this age our primi- 
tive communist ancestors developed an extensive 
practical knowledge of plants as medicine and 
transmitted this knowledge orally for generations. 


We do know that medical knowledge, like the 
sciences of math and astronomy, was separated 
from the masses with the rise of slave-based class 
societies in ancient Mesopotamia, 
then Egypt, India and China. The 
famous ancient Greek philosopher 
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Pandemics: created by 


class society 


The world’s first eyewitness account of a 
pandemic comes from 430 BCE, when Greek 
city-states and slave societies Athens and Sparta 
waged war in what’s known as the Peloponnesian 
War. Spartan armies surrounded Athens, forcing 
masses of Athenian farmers into the city, tripling 
the population almost overnight with underfed 
and homeless refugees. Deadly plague outbreaks 
(possibly an ebolavirus) had recently affected cit- 
ies across the Mediterranean, but each outbreak 
had been contained. 


In Athens, however, once a supply ship intro- 
duced the plague, in a matter of days more than 
two-thirds of the population died and society col- 
lapsed. While it continued under Rome as a small 
city, Athens did not recover a major population 
until after World War II. This plague is the origin of 
the word “pandemic,” from the Greek words pan 
demos: literally meaning “all of the people.” 


Following the rise of the Roman Empire, wars 
both brought contact with and directly created 
conditions for the spread of pandemics known 
as the Antonine (165 CE) and Justinian (541 CE) 
Plagues. 


African slavery and leprosy 


The rise of feudalism brought on the pandemic 
of Hansen’s Disease (“leprosy”) in Europe through 
growing capitalist trade routes. Most importantly, 
through the growing slave trade connecting Af- 
rica with Spain, Portugal and later London with 
the West Indies (BBC, 5/13/05). As the leading 
researcher in that article concluded, “colonialism 
was extremely bad for parts of the world in terms 
of human health.” 
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Science: Bacteria vs viruses 


Bacteria are living single-celled organisms 
that formed more recently, around 2.7 billion 
years ago. Many bacteria are beneficial to hu- 
mans, and in our intestines bacterial colonies 
are essential to digesting food. We harness other 
bacteria to create foods like cheese, yogurt and 
beer. But when certain bacteria infect us, their 
metabolic waste products overwhelm our im- 
mune systems and lead to disease. 


Viruses are very complex, nonliving mol- 
ecules consisting of RNA or DNA strands sur- 
rounded by a protein layer. Viruses “invade” 
or infect living cells of organisms to replicate 
themselves and multiply. In organisms like 
plants, animals and humans, these infections 
lead to disease. The origins of viruses, while 
uncertain, date back at least to the rise of cel- 
lular life, approximately four billion years ago 
and about 750 million years after our planet's 
formation. While bacteria were first discovered 
in 1676, viruses are much smaller and only hy- 
pothesized to exist until proven in the 1930s. 


Before the surprise “giant virus” discovery in 
2018, known as Tupanvirus, models suggested 
that viruses co-evolved with cells, originating as 
independent strands of DNA (plasmids) or pro- 
teins capable of self-replication. These models 
are challenged by the Tupanvirus however, sug- 
gesting even earlier pre-cellular origins. 


Rhinoviruses are a nickname for a group of 
viruses most commonly encountered by hu- 
mans, producing what we all know as the so- 
called common cold. Coronaviruses (including 
SARS and COVID-19) are named for a group of 
viruses with surface protein spikes shaped like a 
“corona” (Latin for crown) when seen under an 
electron microscope, which can lead to respira- 
tory disease. Still others, like the paramyxovirus, 
are responsible for diseases like the measles. 


In late 2019, a measles outbreak began in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) that has 
killed more than 5,000 working class children 
under the age of five and infected 250,000 more. 
This death toll has surpassed a simultaneous 
ebolavirus or “Ebola” outbreak in the DRC that 
began in 2018. Detection and treatment was 
prevented by the more than 70 U.S. and Chi- 
nese- imperialist backed armies currently fight- 
ing in the outbreak zones to control the DRC’s 
natural resources. 

As of today, the DRC measles outbreak is still 
the largest and most severe disease outbreak in 
the world. 
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